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they found a good supply, they passed their days
and nights in drinking, singing, dancing, and insult-
ing in the most barbarous manner, the dead bodies
and the memory of the French. The Zchactas, and
the other Savages being engaged in the plot with
them, they felt at their ease, and did not at all fear
that they would draw on themselves the vengeance
which was merited by their cruelty and perfidy.
One night when they were plunged in drunkenness
and sleep, Madame des Noyers wished to make use
of the Negroes to revenge the death of her husband
and the French, but she was betrayed by the person
to whom she confided her design, and came very
near being burned alive.

Some of the French escaped the fury of the
Savages by taking refuge in the woods, where they
suffered extremely from hunger and the effects of
the weather. One of them, on arriving here, relieved
us of a little disquietude we felt with regard to the
post we occupy among the Yazous, which is not more
than forty or fifty leagues above the MNatckez by
water, and only from 15 to 20 by land. Not being
able longer to endure the extreme cold from which
he suffered, he left the woods under cover of night,
to go to warm himself in the house of a French-
man. When he was near it he heard the voices of
Savages and deliberated whether he should enter.
He determined, however, to do so, preferring rather
to perish by the hand of these barbarians, than to
die of famine and cold. He was agreeably surprised
when he found these Savages eager to render him a
service, to heap kindnesses upon him, to commiserate
him, to console him, to furnish him with provisions,
clothes, and a boat to make his escape to New



